
Fifth Sunday of Easter –May 2, 2021 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the 
Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical 
and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will 
be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in 
harmony. 

 

GATHERING SONG 449 We Know That Christ is Raised   
 

GREETING  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY - Let us pray.   O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart 
from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit 
of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 8:26-40 
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and 
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then 
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and 
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself 
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31 

     25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
  who rules over the nations.  
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8  The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY 377 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ( Verses 1, 3 & 5) 

CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
On this fifth Sunday of Easter, let us unite in Christ to pray for all in any need, 
responding to each petition with the words “Make us one in you.” 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of triune mystery, as you have formed your church to be one fruitful vine, 
strengthen our churches and our ecumenical connections with Christians across the 
street and around the globe. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O loving God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
As you blessed Philip the evangelist, nurture our missionaries and theologians, our 
seminaries, our Sunday schools, and all adult discussions of the faith. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O enlightening God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
As you brought the Ethiopian eunuch to baptism, lead all Christian communities to 
welcome people of each sexual identity, every skin color, and all national backgrounds. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O embracing God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
As you created an earth with countless forms of plant and animal life, train us to honor 
and maintain the bountiful earth that you intend for us and future generations. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O creating God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
As you have provided food and drink for humankind, give to all persons wisdom in their 
use of wine, and strengthen recovering alcoholics in maintaining their sobriety. 
 
A brief silence. 
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Hear our prayer, O empowering God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
As you call humankind to live in love with one another, bring peace to nations, to 
neighborhoods, and to homes. Protect the oppressed and the vulnerable in every land, 
show us the path to nonviolence in all things. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O reconciling God: 
Make us one in you. 
  
As you have promised to hear the cries of all the needy, listen now to the countless 
people around the world who are suffering from sickness, from the coronavirus, from 
injustice, from abuse, from starvation. Hear our pleas for India. We pray especially for 
Tim, Diane, Terri, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Michael, Dennis, and Harley. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O healing God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
As you have sustained each of us in your love, receive now the silent petitions of our 
hearts. 
 
A longer period of silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O abiding God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
We remember those who have died in the faith, especially those we name in our hearts. 
As you have promised to bring your people into your strong and tender embrace, 
preserve us until we enter with all the saints into your everlasting mercy. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Hear our prayer, O eternal God: 
Make us one in you.  
 
Into your hands, O living God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
 
PEACE   The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a 
suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 6 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.   Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may 
bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

SENDING SONG 821 Shout to the Lord 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 












